30	HYMNS OF THE ALVARS
1 ormedon the model of God as revealed in his avataras cannot
bar men from that fellowship with him which is salvation,
On the other hand, this is inconsistent with the fundamental
kannic doctrine, that selfish action involves rebirth and is
thus a bar to salvation. Karma thus makes for unselfish,
though self-centred, morality; but the bhakta's religion
may quite well leave morality on one side. The ethical
problem is not central in the thought of the Alvars; the
fervent glow of emotion makes all else seem trivial.
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